Tree Walk 2 – Curriemuirend Park
[image: image1.jpg]wid yohAp
o|dew AemioN

.
y
3 0 NPT o

0
ysy -2...0...

& N
youg / R e

JanIS n”u””u

auid sjoog

ajdew AemuoN

J9plv

YUON

P

.o

L
vt '
\ ’ . .

~ A R

L4 ‘sh .

o L .
. . .
] e
.
. H “rs000’
.
@ N |
Leere et rves, ”
v TRt 7
.
. [T Y R T .
’
4 ealy

MUV ANFHINWIRIYND - ¢ XYM 331

jnogepunoy
BUOJSUBAO|D





[image: image2.jpg]TREE WALK 2

S
o

Norway Maple
15

Alder

with cones
9.5

Sessile Oak

Lomba“r\dy Poplar [

\
10

Blackthorn
5





Walk 2  - Tree descriptions
1.
Ash 

Fraxinus excelsior. 



A large tree with pinnate compound leaves, pale buff-coloured bark, furrowed when old, and conspicuous black buds throughout the year.  The seeds have a one-bladed wing. 

2.
Silver birch 
Betula pendula. 



The white bark is distinctive and it has catkins.  With pendulant hairless twigs.  
3.
Scots pine 
Pinus sylvestris




The native pine of Scotland. A two needle-pine.  In pines the needles seem tied together at their base. It has blue-green needles and bark tending to be orange when old.  The buds are pointed and tend to orange.  It grows rather slowly for timber-growing.  The cones are characteristic. 

4.
Norway maple 
Acer platanoides. 



Grown largely for its yellow colour in autumn, it also has yellow flowers in April
5.
Common alder 
Alnus glutinosa. 


The leaf is brightly green. There is a distinctive dip at the tip of the leaf.  It has small woody cones which persist all year.  The tree is able to fix nitrogen in its root nodules.  We expect it to grow along river banks. 

6.
Apple 

Malus spp.



A small bushy tree with blossom in spring, of various colours according to the variety.  And apples.
7.
Poplar 
Populus spp. 


Of uncertain species.  The leaves are triangular, the bark heavily ridged.  Near the pedestrian underpass in Curriemuirend Park.

8.
Sessile oak 

Quercus petraea (I prefer the name Q. sessiliflora). 



This is one of two British species of oak, famous for their durable timber and contributing to our success as a maritime nation.  The leaf blades are irregularly lobed and similar in both.  


In sessile oak, the acorn has no stalk, the leaf has a stalk.

9.
Juniper 

Juniperus communis.
 

Several plants of this native species were planted in Dr Mackay’s Wood from seed collected on the east side of the Pentlands. There are others in Curriemuirend Park.  The evergreen needles seem to be arranged singly at random on the twigs.  Berries should be produced when the plants are bigger, and are used to make gin.

10.
Wych elm 

Ulmus glabra. 



This is the elm which generally grows in Scotland. The tree has oval leaves which have an unsymmetrical base.  There are tufts of flowers, and the seed is in the centre of a flat oval wafer, characteristic of the species.  It grows to a great age and has durable timber.  

11.
Hazel 

Corylus avellana. 



An understorey shrub with broadly ovate downy leaves, catkins in spring and edible cob-nuts, Formerly used in basket-making.
12.
Blackthorn or sloe 

Prunus spinosa. 


A native stiff thorny shrub growing up to 4 metres, not much planted because of its character. White flowers appear before the leaves in spring. It was used effectively in fences against farm stock.

